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The islands amenities mainly focus around the perimeter, 
particularly the larger beaches which are all easily accessed by 
road. Getting around the island is simple as there are plenty 
of pickup trucks and taxis, as well as minibuses travelling to 
and from Trat airport. There are also tourist amenities and 
accommodation on the island of Koh Mak.

Diving around Koh Chang 
The diving here still has an exciting exploratory feel to it and, 
as they’re spread over a large area, the sites are uncrowded. 
Mu Koh Chang Marine National Park has a large selection of 
healthy fringing reefs, pinnacles and walls, as well as several 
very enjoyable snorkelling sites.

In general, visibility averages around 10m, although it can be 
in excess of 20m, especially at the sites further south. Marine 
life is also more prolific in these areas. There are plenty of 
colourful reef-dwellers, from minute invertebrates up to 
giant clams. The waters also attract many large pelagics, rays 
and – quite regularly – whale sharks.

Hin Saam Sao
Location:	  About 1km west of Chai Chet.
Depth: Average 10m / Maximum 16m 
Off the northwest coast of Koh Chang, this dive site has some 
nice corals and rich fish life, but sometimes has poor visibility 
due of its close proximity to land. One side of the reef was 
destroyed by dynamite but it is recovering nicely.

The mouth of the anglerfish can open wider than its own body width
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Hin Luk Bat
Location: Around 3km southwest of Koh Chang. 
Depth: Average 11m / Maximum 18m
This is one of the prime dive sites around Koh Chang. The 
dive is around a pinnacle that acts as refuge to plenty of 
schooling fish, making it enjoyable for snorkellers too. The 
steeply sloping walls feature numerous barrel sponges and 
shelves of relatively healthy soft corals, colour is added by 
large areas of Christmas tree worms.

The pinnacle itself is surrounded by huge boulders that 
offer great swim-throughs. In the deeper waters are 
crown of thorn starfish, bushy black corals, sea whips and 
small gorgonian sea fans. The plankton-enriched waters 
afford a good diversity of marine life, including angelfish, 
bannerfish, butterflyfish, fusiliers, groupers, parrotfish, 
snappers, morays, stingrays, and barracuda. This is also a 
good site for night diving.

Hin Rua Tek
Location: 3km south of koh Chang.
Depth: Average 10m / Maximum 20m
This rocky dive site, also referred to as Banana Rock, is in 
nice surroundings, which also makes it a popular snorkelling 
destination. Many crevices shelter small critters such as 
shrimps, lobsters and nudibranchs. Although corals are not 
in abundance there is a good variety including large tables of 
staghorns, gorgonian sea fans, soft corals and sponges.

Blueberry Hill
Location: Around 5km south of Koh Chang.
Depth: Average 10m / Maximum 16m
This site is best described as a bare rock full of fish, although 
the south side does have corals! However, this is a great 
place for spotting nudibranchs, batfish, groupers, stingrays 
and morays making it well worth visiting.

Hin Rap
Location:	Around 300m south of Blueberry Hill.
Depth: Average 11m / Maximum 16m
This site can be divided into two dives. The first is around the 
rock, and is a good place to spot turtles, batfish, stonefish, 
porcupine fish, stingrays, and morays amongst both hard 
and soft corals. Away from the reef barracudas frequently 
pass by. The second, northern section is a bit deeper and 
displays more corals along with a lovely small canyon. Fish 
life in evidence includes anemonefish, angelfish, groupers, 
parrotfish and triggerfish. Rays and morays are also regular 
encounters as is the occasional turtle. The waters here 
are more often than not very clear and are popular with 
snorkellers.
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Koh Wai
Location:	Immediately east of Koh Khlum. 
Depth: Average 9m / Maximum 20m
This is a nice shallow fringing reef, consisting of mainly hard 
corals with soft corals along the deeper part of the reef-slope. 
The best features are at depths shallower than 12m, making 
the site suitable for the less experienced.

The shallower parts of the reef are characterised by a plentiful 
range of reef-fish and small invertebrates. An attraction of 
the deeper waters is that you may be lucky enough to spot 
a leopard shark or a stingray on the sandy bottom. Being 
reasonably sheltered, this is a fine site for night diving.

Koh Kra
Location:	Off the northeast shore of Koh Rang Yai.
Depth: Average 7m / Maximum 12m
Although snorkelling is the major appeal here, these islands 
also offer some beautiful diving. The rocks are pitted with 
numerous crevasses rich in marine life, and the corals are 
very healthy and varied, including big tables of staghorn 
corals co-existing with anemones of all sizes and colours. 
Further down, on the sandy bottom, you should be able to 
spot a blue-spotted ribbontail and blotched rays idling.

Koh Tien West
Location: Off the northwest coast of Koh Rang.
Depth: Average 10m / Maximum 16m
On the south side of the island is an enormous staghorn coral 
formation well worth exploring, as many fish shelter amongst 
the sharp coral branches. Also a great snorkelling site.

Koh Rang Pinnacles
Location:	  West of Koh Tien West. 
Depth: Average 15m / Maximum 30m
A great multi-level site and a strong favourite with underwater 
photographers. Of the two main pinnacles, one is at 12m, the 
other at 5m; the seabed between them is at 21m. There is a 
good shelf of coral on the deeper pinnacle, at about 15m. 
The site’s western side consists of coral drop-offs. Parrotfish 
are plentiful and reef sharks are often spotted. Smaller blue-
spotted ribbontail rays are on view at about 12m. Pelagics 
often intrude into the surrounding waters, most of which are 
barracuda, but there are also cobias.

Koh Yak and Koh Laun
Location: About 1 km to the east of Koh Rang.
Depth: Average 8m / Maximum 12m
These small islands are fringed with a very beautiful coral 
reef, with a rich diversity of marine life. Both islands are small 
enough to dive around, and due to the shallow depths there 
should be enough time to explore them in detail.

Hin Kuak Ma
Location: About 1km east Koh Yak and Koh Laun.
Depth: Average 10m / Maximum 16m
This is one of the best dives in this area. The south side of 
the site is a rocky wall, where it is good to spot a variety of 
marine life such as eels, nudibranchs and stonefish. The 
opposite side of the rock is a slope, covered in coral, and 
with an abundance of fish. Amongst the common residents 
of reef fishes, blue-spotted ribbontail rays and morays are 
occasionally encountered, along with bamboo sharks and 
turtles. The waters around this site, also referred to as Three 
Finger Rock, are good for snorkelling.The Koh Chang Archipelago’s clear waters are perfect for snorkelling too.
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Koh Chang Dive Supply
Pearl Beach

Tel. +66 (0)39 551518, Fax. +66 (0)39 551519
e. kohchangdivesupply@gmail.com
w. www.kohchangdivesupply.com

Dive and snorkel equipment sales and service

This is the main wholesale and retail outlet for all kinds of diving 
and snorkelling equipment on Thailand’s eastern seaboard, 
stretching from Pattaya to Koh Chang into Cambodia. 

Koh Chang Dive Supply offers and stocks a wide variety of 
major brand names including Bauer, Deep Blue, Luxfer, PADI, 
Pelican, Saekodive, Scubapro, Seac Sub, Suunto, Trident and 
many more, ensuring that customers have a really good 
choice.

With experience and qualifications, they also provide a 
repair and service centre for all types and brands of dive 
equipment. 
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Scuba-evolution
White Sand Beach
Tel. +66 (0)87 926 4973,
+66 (0)81 152 8092
e. info@tecevolution.com

w. www.scuba-evolution.com, www.tecevolution.com

Instruction | Day trips | Liveaboard | Nitrox | Tec diving | 
Gear rental | Retail | Snorkelling | Accommodation

This English owned and operated PADI 5 Star Dive Center 
evolved from Tecevolution and is now based on the island of 
Koh Chang, offering everything from snorkelling to rebreather 
diving. PADI and TDI courses run throughout the year with a 
100% safety record around fantastic corals and wrecks.

The standard of the boat and all equipment are high, the 
latter being replaced every 12 months. The dive boat, M/V 
Evolution has two spacious decks offering a huge kitting 
up area and massive platform for easy entries. Different 
dive sites are visited everyday to suit beginner to advanced 
divers. Breakfast is served on the comfortable upper deck 
and a lunch of Thai and western food between dives. Free 
soft drinks are available all day long.

There are three centres on the island; White Sand Beach, Kai 
Bae and Lonely Beach, each packed full of equipment for 
snorkellers to tec-divers. Scuba-evolution is also the island’s 
main suppliers of Apeks, Beuchat, Mares, Technisub, Ripcurl 
and Ocean Dynamics brand names.
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The Dive Adventure
Bang Bao
Tel. +66 (0)39 558134
e. info@thedivekochang.com
w. www.thedivekochang.com

Instruction | Day Trips | Internships | Nitrox | Tec diving 
Gear Rental | Retail | Snorkelling | Accommodation

The Dive Adventure is a PADI 5 Star Instructor Development 
Center located in Bang Bao at the beginning of the pier.

The highly experienced multilingual team offers dive courses 
and guidance in your own language. The number of students 
per class is limited so individual guidance and professionalism 
is guaranteed. The dive school has air-conditioned classrooms 
and a large training pool. Recreational courses are offered as 
are IDC’s and internship packages.

All diving courses, daily diving and snorkelling are conducted 
on a choice of either a large dive boat complete with 
sundeck, shower and toilet or luxury speedboat and include 
full insurance and complementary pick-up service from your 
hotel or resort.

Tailor-made diving packages and trips are available for 
groups and companies.
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How to get there 
Koh Chang can be reached indirectly by air and road and 
directly by sea.

By air: Bangkok Airways fly to Trat airport on a daily basis, 
where taxis can be arranged for the transfer to the island. For 
more information contact Bangkok Airways: Within Thailand, 
Tel. 1771; from outside Thailand, Tel. +66 (0)2 265 5555.

By bus: Air-conditioned buses leave daily from Bangkok’s 
Eastern Bus Terminal. The journey to Trat Town takes around 
five hours. On arrival, passengers transfer to the pier as Laem 
Ngop. For further information contact Bangkok Eastern Bus 
Terminal: Tel. +66 (0)2 391 4900.

By boat: Car and passenger ferries depart every 30 minutes 
from Laem Ngop for the short crossing.

Where to eat
The island’s resorts have their own eating facilities, and most 
have a good choice of local seafood dishes and a European 
menu. There are also plenty of independent eateries on all 
the main beaches and dotted along the roads in-between.

One particular place worth checking out is the series of 
seafood restaurants along the narrow jetty at Bang Bao, here 
you can pick and choose your menu from what’s on display.

For best information and insight on where and what to eat, 
see Pocket Guide FOOD Thailand − launching first quarter of 
2010 − and its online version, www.foodguidethailand.com

Dive facilities
There’s a good selection of operators, large and small, mainly 
down the western coastline. Most have associated booking 
offices and facilities in various resorts and shopping plazas.

Testament to the warm, friendly atmosphere is the high level 
of repeat business making up a large part of the clientele. Many 
dive centres also offer a retail selection; if they don’t have an 
item in stock, they can have it delivered on the same day.

Dive trips
Dive trips visit all the local sites, either on dedicated dive 
boats or speedboats. Trips commence in the morning 
when divers and snorkellers are collected from the various 
resorts around the island and taken to the awaiting dive 
boats. Trips return in the afternoon at various times 
depending on which destination has been visited.

Nitrox is available for those qualified, and for those not, 
instruction is available. Night diving is offered, but its best 
to enquire in advance as timetables vary. Overnight diving 
safaris to the area are occasionally organized by Pattaya Dive 
Centre in Pattaya City (See listing on Page 189).

Dive courses
Dive courses are available in several languages. Full equipment 
and certification is included in all the course prices. Courses 
available are non-certification try-out experiences as well as 
the full range of recreational courses from beginner up to the 
professional level of instructor are scheduled on a daily basis. 

Hospitals
There is one hospital and one international clinic on Koh 
Chang.

Koh Chang Government Hospital in Ban Dan Mai, on 
the northern section of the western coast
Tel. +66 (0)39 521657, (0)39 586131.

Koh Chang International Clinic on White Sand Beach
(associated with the Bangkok Hospital Trat)
Tel. +66 (0)39 551151-2, (0)81 863 3609.

Bangkok Hospital Trat in Trat Town on the mainland
24 Hr Contacts Centre: Within Thailand, Tel. 1719; from 
outside Thailand, Tel. +66 (0)39 532735

Recompression chambers
There is a hyperbaric chamber in the Koh Chang 
Government Hospital, with a trained nurse on standby, 
but not a qualified doctor.

Koh Chang Government Hospital
Tel. +66 (0)39 521657, (0)39 586131.

The next nearest chamber is located over 160km away 
in Pattaya’s Bangkok Hospital Pattaya and is part of the 
Badalveda Diving Medicine Network.

Bangkok Hospital Pattaya
24 Hr Contacts Centre: Within Thailand, Tel. 1719; from 
outside Thailand, Tel. +66 (0)38 259999

Diving Medicine Hotlines
Tel. +66 (0)81 989 9482, +66 (0)86 272 4618
vedainfo@badalveda.com | www.badalveda.com

For more information on Koh Chang, contact Tourism 
Authority of Thailand, Tel. +66 (0)38 427662.

directory - koh chang
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